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Slain student remembered Queer 
liaison 
calls it 
quits
By BEN BULMER
H
undreds of mourners crowded 
into the Riverside Funeral 
Home in Delta on Sunday to re-
member the life of Langara 
criminology student Manraj Akalirai. 
Akalirai, who was known to police, was 
only 19 years old when 
 a group of men slew him with a sword 
in East Vancouver on Jan. 23. 
Five men were held in custody by po-
lice but released two days after.
During the cold grey afternoon, 
mourners, many dressed in white — 
the traditional East Indian colour of 
grieving — walked silently through the 
drizzle into the funeral home. 
With the huge parking lot full, cars 
lined the streets leaving some attend-
ees with over a five-minute walk just to 
get to the gates of the building. 
A candlelight vigil was held on Jan. 
30 at Elgin Street, close to where Akali-
rai was murdered. 
Over a hundred people poured onto 
the sidewalk and stood between parked 
cars whilst friends and relatives laid 
flowers and shared fond memories at 
the site — which has now become a me-
morial.
“I went to high school with him. I’d 
known him since we were kids, he’s 
just a kind guy — [a] quiet guy, 
never heard a single bad thing about 
him,” said Satveer Dhaliwal, a former 
classmate.
“He was a really good guy, he never 
hurt or harmed anybody, he was always 
happy, he just didn’t deserve it,” said a 
man who described himself as 
“one of Akalirai’s best friends” but 
didn’t want to be identified.
It can be a psychological burden to 
lose someone in a violent manner. 
Grief can be  compounded when a per-
son dies in a murder, according to Lan-
gara counsellor Paula Obedkoff
“There’s a lot of anger that goes 
along with [grief] especially in violent 
situations,” said Obedkoff.
“There’s grief and there’s loss, but in 
a violent situation there’s an element 
of surprise and shock and an element 
of powerlessness,” she said.
By DEANNA CHENG 
Adam Giesbrecht resigned as the queer and deputy media liaison of the Langara Students’ Union Jan-
uary after holding the positions for 
only three months.
Giesbrecht said he left because he 
couldn’t stop and didn’t want to be a 
part of “the drama going on with the 
[student union] board” anymore.
 “The LSU staff has been there for-
ever and they keep passing on drama 
after drama and it just builds after ev-
ery new entry,” 
said Giesbrecht. 
“It’s the same way 
with The Voice. 
The drama keeps 
building and build-
ing and they just 
clash.”
The former liai-
son wanted to run 
workshops and 
programs to raise 
awareness and 
support Langara’s queer community. 
However, Giesbrecht said he didn’t 
get the opportunity to bring his plan to 
fruition because he couldn’t get it ap-
proved at an official meeting. For an of-
ficial meeting, a minimum of three 
committee members and one staff 
member needs to be present.
 Due to scheduling conflicts, he 
couldn’t get a meeting together. 
“If I were to rate [the experience] out 
of 10, I would probably say three,” said 
Giesbrecht.
According to Giesbrecht, the new 
LSU bylaws will have a general posi-
tion about “gender equality” that com-
bines the queer position with the wom-
en’s liaison position.
However, the new bylaws ratified by 
the LSU in December fail to define the 
duties and responsibilities of each posi-
tion, he said.
Gurbax Leelh, the LSU media liai-
son, said the board doesn’t know who 
will fill the queer liaison position and, 
at the moment, they are focused on 
their policy issues.
Gerald Hornsby, LSU resource co-
ordinator, said the elections will be 
held in September.
“I’d known 
him since 
we were 
kids, he’s 
just a kind 
guy — [a] 
quiet guy.
Satveer Dhaliwal, 
former classmate 
of Manraj Akalirai
Hundreds mourn the violent death of Langara’s Manraj Akalirai
Adam Giesbrecht resigns 
amidst administrative 
deadlock and mounting 
drama in the LSU  
Aboriginal enrolment in Langara on the rise
By KELCI NICODEMUS
The aboriginal student count at Langara College is up, according to a letter ad-dressed to the school’s president from the 
Ministry of Advanced Education, Innovation 
and Technology.
In the letter, Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland, 
deputy minister of advanced education, con-
gratulates Langara on the increase of the ab-
original student population and is looking for-
ward to the college’s effort to continue the 
upward trend. Larry Railton, manager of ser-
vices for aboriginal students, confirmed the 
numbers have indeed increased by about 40 
native learners.
Railton said the reason numbers have risen 
at Langara as opposed to other schools like 
Douglas College and Vancouver Community 
College, could be because Langara is, essen-
tially, a transfer school.
“A lot of our aboriginal students are coming 
here, looking to transfer to university,” said 
Railton.
 Another attraction to the college, according 
to Railton, is Langara’s reputation for helping 
aboriginal learners.
“Because we have that reputation out in the 
community, that increases aboriginal students 
coming here,” he said.
As for keeping the aboriginal population at 
Langara rising, Railton said the college is do-
ing the same as any other post-secondary 
school.
“Do what we can to keep the students here, 
service the students and support the stu-
dents,” said Railton.
Shianne Ewenin, an aboriginal studies stu-
dent, said the school appeals to her because of 
the great teachers. Most instructors focus on 
an interactive as oppposed to a passive learn-
ing approach, she said.
“They’re so passionate about it that it just 
makes you want to come back and learn 
more,” Ewenin said.
A letter from the advanced education ministry to the college suggests increasing native admissions
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A mourner tends to the memorial of slain Langara criminology student Manraj Akalirai on Elgin Street, near the site of his death.
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AdAm GiesbrecHT
Former LSU 
queer liaison
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Owners ask for ID on first visit, claim to be able to remember returning customers
By JES CUNNINGHAM
T
he current identification policies 
of the LSU Cafe mean that some 
students are not getting ID’d 
when purchasing alcohol.
 “We card the person the first time 
we see them,” said owners Nam and 
Euonjoo Yoo. “When we see them again 
we don’t, because we recognize them.”
Yet several students who often go to 
the café for beer and food say that they 
have never been carded, even on their 
first visit.
“They just asked what I wanted,” 
said student Jordan Jones, who turned 
19 in October. “I ordered a beer, they 
opened it and that was it.” 
Student Alyssa Paul, who frequents 
the cafe, agrees.
“I’ve never seen anyone ID’d there,” 
she said.
The Langara Students’ Union web-
site says that “[the] Langara Café is a 
liquor license establishment, therefore, 
all patrons must present official identi-
fication when ordering alcoholic bever-
ages.”
The café is operated under a food-
primary license, thus minors are per-
mitted within the establishment. 
The guidelines for establishments 
with food-primary licenses provided by 
the provincial government says that 
checking identification is based on the 
employee’s judgment and not manda-
tory.  
“The LSU expects all vendors to be 
following the law, especially when it 
comes to the consumption of alcohol. 
We are sure they are, as it can become 
a legal issue if they are not,” said Gur-
bax Leelh, media liaison for the LSU. 
“The building committee will be talk-
ing to our vendors to making sure they 
ID all students who are purchasing any 
alcoholic beverage.”
In the fall semester of 2012, Langa-
ra’s total enrolment was at approxi-
mately 9,576 students, between the 
regular studies and continuing studies 
programs. Roughly four per cent of stu-
dents enrolled in the regular studies 
program are under the age of 18, and 24 
per cent make up the continuing stud-
ies program. This means approximate-
ly 2,000 Langara students are under the 
legal drinking age, all of whom are rec-
ognized by the owners of the Langara 
Café. 
ID LAwS
two pIECES of ID
Provincial law requires 
two pieces of ID to be 
shown to verify age.
MAJor pENALty
The minimum penalty for 
serving minors is a 10-day 
license suspension or 
$7500 fine.
Source: Serving it right BC
MINOR
offences
President 
selection 
begins 
By HAILEy MCDoNALD
Langara’s newly formed presidential search committee held an in-cam-era meeting Tuesday to determine 
what qualifications it’s looking for in a 
new president and students aren’t hap-
py about it. 
The committee is comprised of mem-
bers from various bodies around cam-
pus, including the Langara Faculty As-
sociation, Langara Students’ Union and 
support staff, ac-
cording to Korena 
Jang, executive 
and board opera-
tions manager. 
Arts and scienc-
es student Damian 
Otis feels like the 
college is lacking 
transparency in 
terms of what 
they’re looking for 
in a new president 
and CEO. 
“This is a public 
college, they should be dealing with 
the public,” said Otis. “This isn’t a pri-
vate cooperation, this isn’t a company. 
They don’t have the right to do this.” 
Arts student Sonia Tahermaram be-
lieves that students should have a say 
in the process. 
“Considering that we pay tuition, we 
should have more of an idea what’s go-
ing on here,” said Tahermaram.
Tahermaram and Otis both agreed 
that they want a president who values 
student input. 
Jang said that she was unable to 
comment on what the search commit-
tee was looking for in a president.  
Roy Daykin is Langara’s current in-
terim president and CEO, after former 
president, David Ross resigned last 
year to accept a job running SAIT Poly-
technic in Calgary. 
Several of the president’s office’s 
council members are also members of 
the various bodies represented by the 
search committee. 
The LSU voted media liason Gurbax 
Lealh as their representative in a meet-
ing on January 16. 
The only other confirmed member of 
the committee is the vice chair David 
Bowra.
Many of the council members and 
board of governors’ members refused 
to comment on the meeting.
In-camera meeting held 
with few details given, 
leaving students feeling 
left out of the conversation
Damian oTis
feels college lacks 
transparency
WIDE SMILES AT LANGARA’S HUMAN RESOURCES EMPLOYEE WELLNESS FAIR
Langara’s Hu-
man Resource 
department 
held an em-
ployee wellness 
fair on Tuesday 
in partnership 
with the Cana-
dian Cancer 
Society.
Clockwise from 
top:
 
Industry spe-
cialist Heather 
Middleton and 
occupational 
safety officer 
Laura Hard-
acre.
 Health promo-
tion coordina-
tor for the Ca-
nadian Cancer 
Society’s Julia 
Hayos. 
Integrative 
Energy Healing 
student Laura 
Haskell.
Running Room 
manager Lori 
Paton.
Langara em-
ployees Ameet 
Bains and 
Andre Hastick.
PATRICK COLVIN 
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LSU cafe relies on recognition for ID policy
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Lori O’Connell, owner and head instructor at Pacific Wave Jiu-Jitsu, practices self-defence with 
one of her assistants. O’Connell says training and body awareness are important for women.
BStreet gives punch
Police-sponsored event at Langara helps ready 
women for the day they hope will  never come
University of Northern 
B.C.’s master’s degree in 
business administration
to be offered at Langara  
By ANGELA HOLUBOWICH
For the first time students will be able to apply for a masters pro-gram in business administration at 
Langara.
The college signed a deal with the 
University of Northern British Colum-
bia that will see the program offered in 
the fall of 2013.
The new program has many stu-
dents reconsidering their futures.
With tuition costs in mind, Matthew 
Kwok, a fourth year student in busi-
ness administration, is really looking 
forward to applying.
“UBC and Simon Fraser tend to be 
very expensive and sometimes unaf-
fordable,” he said, adding that the pro-
gram is “especially [good] for those on 
a lower budget.” 
The partnership “extends one of 
Langara’s strategic priorities - to pro-
vide opportunities for learners, said 
Langara’s vice-president Bradley 
O’Hara. 
The “high quality graduate program 
on our campus does much to support 
working professionals in the Lower 
Mainland,” he said. “We’re excited and 
honoured to serve as the Vancouver 
venue for UNBC’s MBA program.” 
Students are equally enthusiastic. 
“This is really great to get Langara’s 
name out. Even though we are gradu-
ating from a degree program here, we 
are not as well recognized,” Kwok said.
Although not every business stu-
dent is interested in applying, the part-
nership with UNBC has been received 
as a step in the right direction.
“It was definitely not something I 
considered, continuing education after 
graduation, but knowing there is a 
partnership in place with UNBC for 
business students to continue their 
education and to get their masters 
here at Langara is a great thing,” said 
Justin Lai, a recent business graduate 
of Langara.
Father and student says 
having his son in Langara 
daycare has been a great 
help  for the whole family
Brenna Brooks photo
Langara dad Michael Edmonson 
balances parenting and studies.
By BRENNA BROOKS
 
Finding balance as a student is hard, but for students who are parents adding a young child to the equa-
tion can further distort the line be-
tween personal and classroom respon-
sibilities. 
For Michael Edmonson, a 32-year-old 
arts student, the Langara daycare 
makes that line a little clearer.
“Balance is the hardest thing to sort 
out because you owe [your kids] your 
time and attention,” said Edmonson. 
“But at the same time you’re going to 
school and you owe your time and at-
tention to that as well.”
 He said that he has to prioritize his 
assignments because sometimes there 
just isn’t enough time to complete ev-
erything and sacrifices have to be 
made in order to establish an effective 
schedule.
Edmonson and his wife have a two-
and-a-half-year-old son named Henry, 
who attends the daycare, and he said-
that things would be much harder 
without it. 
According to Edmonson it was diffi-
cult to get Henry enrolled. The daycare 
has a waitlist with priority  given to the 
children of Langara students and staff, 
children with support needs and sib-
lings of children already in the daycare. 
Children entering the daycare as a tod-
dler must be a minimum of 18 months 
old, which for most, is past the length of 
their parental leave. 
Even though they applied soon after 
they were expecting, they faced an ad-
ditional six month wait because there 
were only 12 spots available, which 
they say was a great inconvenience 
that required additional time they 
couldn’t afford to waste. 
The daycare is well respected and 
not cheap. The fee for a child Henry’s 
age is $975 per month while for a child 
aged three and up the cost is $675 per 
month. There are two subsidies avail-
able for families who cannot afford the 
fees. 
Even though having a child in day-
care doesn’t create a perfect balance, 
the confidence of knowing that they 
are in capable hands does create some 
peace of mind. 
“It’s weird to leave [him] at the day-
care because you have this baby and 
it’s this soft and squishy, precious thing 
that you don’t really want to leave with 
anybody, but when he’s in daycare he’s 
fine, and I know he’s fine,” said Edmon-
son, “ We couldn’t be happier with  who 
Henry spends his days with.”
Study time 
hard for dad
Business
students
have new 
options
By MARIE-ANDREE DEL CID
T
he Vancouver Police Department 
and a number of non-profit agen-
cies are hosting the second an-
nual BStreetSmart Women’s 
Safety Fair at Langara on Feb. 8.
The purpose of this event is to raise 
awareness and provide women with in-
formation if they find themselves in a 
violent situation. 
The fair will feature information 
booths and community discussions 
from experts in support services 
and personal safety, as well as a safety 
demonstration — for women only — by 
VPD tactical training specialists. 
“It’s a demonstration with some in-
teraction that’s going to talk about 
things that anybody can do no matter 
your size, your strength and your abili-
ty. 
“Things that you can do to get out of 
a worst case scenario to get away and 
get help,” said Sgt. Richard Rabino-
vitch, who is one of the organizers of 
the event. 
“It was originally my idea, just kinda 
falling on the heels of several incidents 
in the city of Vancouver,” he said.
Lori O’Connell, owner and head in-
structor at Pacific Wave Jiu-Jitsu in 
Richmond said effective overall self-
defense is key. 
“It’s really important not just to 
learn a bunch of physical techniques 
that you could use if you get attacked, 
but to learn things and skills like 
awareness, de-escalation tactics, learn-
ing to set boundaries and things that 
will keep you out of trouble in the first 
place,” she said.
In O’Connell’s two-hour self-defence 
classes, she focuses the first hour on 
teaching awareness skills, such as 
learning how to carry oneself 
in order to be less likely chosen as a 
victim.
The second hour she devotes to 
learning how to use force if you have to.
O’Connell said having “latent abili-
ties” helps women know they have the 
option of being physical if they need to. 
A first year Langara business stu-
dent, Shaomin Li, agrees that women 
should take self-defence classes.
 “Of course, yes, it helps us to protect 
ourselves,” said Li.
Sgt. Rabinovitch said while the safe-
ty class is women-only, the rest of the 
fair is open to everyone. 
“I would encourage a lot of men to 
get involved and take part in this be-
cause we have just as much of a role to 
keep women safe as women do.”
The Information booths and commu-
nity discussions will be located at the 
main lobby in Building A and will run 
from 12-2:00 p.m. 
The women-only safety demonstra-
tion will run from 2-4:30 p.m. in Build-
ing G.
SELf-DEfENCE
tRUSt yOUR GUt
That nagging feeling is a 
vital first line of defence, 
and it’s with you all the 
time. Listen to it.
fIGHt BACK
Use forceful physical and  
verbal attacks. Kick, bite, 
yell and scream. Studies 
show this works.
USE yOUR CORE
If you are going to be 
physical, give it all you 
got. Put the weight of 
your core behind each 
move.
BE qUICK
Every second counts. If 
your gut says fight then 
don’t waste valuable time 
second- guessing it. 
Move.
tHINK IN tHREES
Make every move three 
times. Scream three 
times, hit three times, 
punch three times. This 
keeps you focused and 
effective. 
Source: http://huff.to/tLtmRM
5 TipS
for women
“When you lose someone very 
quickly you never have a chance to 
make amends,” said Obedkoff.
Counselling is very little about ad-
vice and more a process of listening 
and witnessing a person’s story — it 
provides emotional support and allows 
people a safe, confidential environ-
ment for people to work through grief, 
Obedkoff said. 
Often the people in your life aren’t 
always great listeners and although 
they care, counselling allows a person 
extra support and empathy, she said.
The Langara counselling depart-
ment is open for appointments between 
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and until 3:30 p.m. Friday. 
The department also has daily drop-
ins between 11a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Continued from page 1
Closure elusive for
grieving loved ones 
— counsellor
Spring Awakening in full bloom 
at Studio 58 ‘til February 24th
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Chutzpah! fest returns to city
Vancouver’s Jewish community welcomes local/international artists
 Vancouverites prepare for   
“Year of the Snake”
By JESSE ADAMSON
Some South Vancouver residents are making plans to celebrate the upcoming Year of the Snake as 
Chinese New Year approaches on Feb. 
10.
Sun Yee Chinese Restaurant on Vic-
toria Drive expects to be extremely 
busy on the 10th and the following 
weeks.
“It’s going to get pretty crazy in 
here,” said Hazel Chang, an employee 
of the restaurant for the last three 
years.  
“We get very busy on Chinese New 
Year, but it stays busy for at least two 
weeks after because the celebrations 
continue.”
The Vancouver Buddhist Temple is 
having a New Year’s lunch from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The Marpole – Oakridge Community 
Centre is also having a celebration on 
Feb. 9 from 2-5 p.m.
Vancouver resident Alex Whang is 
excited for the feast at the temple; it 
will be the second consecutive year 
that he and his family will attend the 
New Years lunch. 
“My family and I had a great time 
last year,” said Whang, who will once 
again attend with his parents and his 
younger brother. 
“The food was so good and there was 
so much of it. It was a great celebra-
tion.”
Although there are things to do in 
South Vancouver, many people will 
choose to go downtown or across the 
bridge to Richmond.
Langara student Cindy Ng plans to 
attend the annual Chinese New Year 
parade in Vancouver’s Chinatown.
“The parade is definitely a highlight 
for me,” she said.  
“You get 50,000 people coming out 
every year. It’s such a great atmosphere 
for all ages.”
Another popular destination is the 
International Buddhist Temple in Rich-
mond, the second largest Buddhist 
temple in North America, where many 
Vancouver residents will take their 
families for events taking place from 
Feb. 6-10.
   
By ANGELA HOLUBOWICH
T
he Vancouver Jewish communi-
ty welcomes their 13th year of 
international performers and lo-
cal artists on showcase in the 
Chutzpah! Festival February 7 to 
March 3. 
The festival combines dance, come-
dy, theatre and music into a multi-dis-
ciplinary platform offering artists an 
outlet for their work to evolve and be 
introduced to new audiences.
“We have many different events, but 
as far as culturally, Chutzpah! is one of 
our biggest,” Debbie Tabenkin pro-
gram director of the Jewish Communi-
ty Centre of Greater Vancouver said.
“It is absolutely 100 percent received 
by the Vancouver Jewish community.”
While the majority of events will be 
presented at South Vancouver’s Nor-
man & Annette Rothstein Theatre, the 
inclusion of new venues throughout 
the city including the The Vogue The-
atre, Venue Nightclub and Cory Weed’s 
Cellar Jazz Club, promises to bring in 
new audiences of every artistic taste.
Mary-Louise Albert is in her ninth 
year as the Artistic Managing Director 
the Chutzpah! Festival and the Norman 
Rothstein Theatre. 
 “Chutzpah! is proud to present the 
outstanding artists featured in this 
year’s festival, and provide a platform 
on which they can flourish,” Albert 
said in a letter posted on the festival’s 
website. 
“By supporting and giving emerging 
and established artists the freedom to 
grow, explore and create new work for 
audiences, and by showcasing work 
that challenges us, energizes us and 
thrills us, the Chutzpah! Festival con-
tinues to enrich the local and interna-
tional arts community.”
Offering up its Canadian Premiere is 
the comedy stylings of Cory Kahaney, 
Dana Eagle and Emmy Award Winner 
Judy Gold in “Three Hysterical Broads 
off their Medication.” 
An irreverent look at three womens 
lives when they take the plunge and go 
off their medication. 
Can they cope with kids, relation-
ships, divorce, mortgages and life with-
out them? 
The three women take the audience 
through a hilarious series of multime-
dia presentations and stand up come-
dy. 
For more information go to 
http://chutzpahfestival.com
CHUTZPAH! FESTIVAL photo
Three Hysterical Broads off their medication, starring Cory Kahaney, Dana Eagle and Emmy Award Winner Judy Gold are looking 
 forward to their upcoming performances in Vancouver. 
DAVID COOPER photo
Ruin Garner as Melchior acts out one of  his scenes
 during Studio 58’s Spring Awakening. 
By GARIN FAHLMAN
Studio 58’s production of Steven Sater’s musical adaptation of Spring Awakening is an intensely 
personal, tragically dark, and musical-
ly uplifting coming-of-age tale that 
takes the struggle of self-awakening 
and filters it through a gaslight and a 
guitar amp.
Lead actor Riun Garner, who plays 
Melchior Gabor, said that what makes 
the intimate subject matter work on 
stage is having a supportive working 
environment during rehearsals.
“You get comfortable with who 
you’re working with,” Garner said.
Considering Spring Awakening has 
the added complexity of being a musi-
cal, it’s impressive how comfortable the 
cast is on stage after so short a time.
“We started rehearsing three weeks 
ago,” Garner said.  “We only got to read 
the script and audition before Christ-
mas break. We get singing classes in 
third semester, but the school is pri-
marily about stage acting.”
Garner said that as the play moves 
forward, the cast is able to commit to 
the story much more.
Co-star Dallas Sauer, who plays 
Moritz Stiefel, said that there are parts 
of each show that are stronger than the 
one before, but every show is an im-
provement.
“It’s good that the play is going for 
three weeks because I find that I’m al-
most overacting my character, so I 
need that time to settle in to him. The 
rest of the cast will too, and little rela-
tionships between characters will be-
come clearer,” said Sauer.
The actors are confident that the 
play is only going to improve.
“I think coming to this play with lit-
tle expectations is good, because some 
things are shocking. Prepare to be sur-
prised. If it doesn’t affect you, we aren’t 
doing our job,” Sauer said. 
“My dad came on Sunday and the-
atre isn’t really his thing, and he was 
mad he was missing the super bowl – 
but he loved it. He was singing he songs 
afterwards.
“It’s the most fun I’ve had,” Garner 
said.
Spring Awakening is playing until 
Feb. 24 at Langara’s Studio 58. Tickets 
are available at the box office, or by 
calling 604-323-5227.
Cast happy with way play 
is progressing
WHO: 3 Hysterical 
Broads... off their 
medication
WHEN: Sat Feb. 9 @ 
7:00 pm and Sun Feb. 10 
@ 2:00 pm
WHERE: Norman and 
Annette Rosthstein 
Theatre
WHO: War, Love and 
Loss
WHEN: Mon Feb. 11 @ 
7:30 pm
WHERE: Norman and 
Annette Rothstein 
Theatre
EVENTS
Residents 
ready to kick 
off Chinese 
New Year
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By Hailey McDonalD 
This year marks the year of the snake in Chinese culture and is said to be the wisest of all signs. 
The snake is the sixth sign of the 
Chinese zodiac and those born under it 
in 1989 are said to be materialistic, 
hard-working, cunning, seductive and 
clever. 
However, some Langara students 
born under the year of the snake say 
they’re not as attached to their birth 
sign as their elders may be. 
“I personally don’t really follow it. 
But I have relatives in Hong Kong that 
do.” said Gigi Tsui, fourth year bache-
lor of business administration student 
and Chinese immigrant. 
Tsui, who moved to Canada in 1996 
from Hong Kong said that spending 
time with her family during Chinese 
New Year is more important than the 
traditional customs that her elders 
practice. 
Fellow snake and bachelor of busi-
ness administration student, Joann 
Lam, who emigrated from China in 
1994, echoed the sentiment. 
“I think people here don’t tend to 
look at it too much,” she said. “All these 
simple traditions that we sort of know 
that are passed down through genera-
tions that are more detailed or more 
strict, we don’t know about.”  
Chinatown’s Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classi-
cal Chinese Garden has included a 
12-metre serpent replica, constructed 
of willow by Hornby Island artist, 
Alastair Heseltin, as part of their Chi-
nese New Year – Year of the Snake 
Temple Fair celebration. 
 “Normally, the snakes are consid-
ered quite full of wisdom and very 
charming,” said Kathy Gibler, execu-
tive director of the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen 
Classical Garden. “They’re great part-
ners because they’re kinda romantic.” 
Former Langara student and cur-
rent UBC student Eli Zbar said that, 
while he doesn’t take astrology seri-
ously, he could empathize with some of 
his Chinese zodiac characteristics. 
While he considers himself hard 
working and wise, he admits that he’s a 
little cunning. 
Celebrities born under the year of 
the snake include Jacqueline Onassis, 
John F. Kennedy, Franklin D. Roos-
evelt, Taylor Swift and Charlie Sheen. 
Chinese New Year occurs on Feb. 10, 
while Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Chinese Gar-
den’s Temple Fair takes place on Feb. 
17.
By Sera akDogan 
W
ith vintage clothing becom-
ing more popular, the saying 
is true - one man’s trash is 
another man’s treasure. 
Students can now forget about emp-
tying their wallets for over-priced cloth-
ing because vintage is in. 
Young people are now seen wearing 
styles from another era, think the ‘80s 
or ‘90s. Women have been seen wearing 
collared shirts similar to men’s, but 
paired with skirts and boots. Men, on 
the other hand, are now wearing styles 
with a more feminine flair.
When asked what trends are in right 
now, health sciences student Elena Kon-
stantinova said it’s all about individual-
ity. 
“It’s come around from what brand of 
jeans you’re wearing to what looks 
unique,” she said. English student Este-
fani Alvarenga agreed, adding that she 
loves a lot of colour, scarves and loose, 
flowy shirts.
For men, vintage trends are in as 
well.
“Cardigans, scarves, handkerchiefs 
are really big. Cap-toed shoes,” said de-
sign formation student Kalen Meaden, 
who considers his style to be preppy.
You might be surprised to find out 
that these styles come incredibly cheap, 
and you can find them all at the Value 
Village, on East Hastings Street. 
This second-hand store is a huge two-
storey building, filled with lightly used 
clothing, shoes and accessories. 
“There’s lots to choose from and I can 
always find something I like when I go 
there,” said microbiology student Ne-
geen Shojaei, who’s a regular thrifter.
Shirts for men and women go from 
$3.99-$6.99, while shoes go from $9.99-
$14.99. Jeans are significantly cheaper 
than in-store brands, going for as little 
as $4.99. 
Cheap chic for small budgets
Vintage and second-hand stores offer students stylish affordability
Those born in the year of 
the snake are considered 
hard-working and clever
SERA AKDOGAN photo
Clockwise from left: Elena Konstantinova, cardi-
gan at Value Village, Kalen Meaden in the SUB, 
green  winter coat, ankle-boots at Value Village. 
Feb.10 marks 
the year of 
the snake
Don’t let booze break the bank 
By JacQUeline langen
After a long day of classes students deserve the luxury of having a drink to honor their work — but 
where does one drink on a tight bud-
get?
Vancouver is loaded with lounge and 
restaurant options. However, the task 
for students is finding a place that is 
both local and affordable. 
“College students drink enough al-
ready,” said Langara Café owner Evon 
Yoo, when asked if they offer any drink 
specials. 
The Langara café offers draft and 
bottled beer for $16.95 a pitcher, or $4.95 
per mug. 
 “We’re usually here every Friday for 
a beer, but then we head to someplace 
else,” said sociology student Devon 
Leatherwood.
Roots Café, located on 49th Ave. and 
Main Street has a relaxed atmosphere 
and a fully licensed bar, serving a vari-
ety of drinks ranging from tea and cof-
fee to “chai-tini’s.” 
Pabst Blue Ribbon is sold at $3.50 a 
can, all import beers are $5.75, twenty 
oz.  pints are $6 and sleeves are $4.75.  
“We want to lay down our roots in 
the neighborhood and give some seri-
ous love back to the community,” said 
Roots owner Simran Virk.
Reno’s Diner, which is situated on 
East Broadway off of Main Street, has a 
casual ambience, a variety of artwork 
and an extensive all-day breakfast.
Reno’s offers a special where the sec-
ond bottle of beer is discounted at $3.95, 
and all import brands are $4.95.
The diner has a retrospective vibe, 
along with a working jukebox that 
plays tunes from Jimmy Hendrix to 
Queens of the Stone Age.
The Backstage Lounge is a subtle yet 
classy establishment on the waterfront 
of Granville Island. Drink specials are 
offered everyday of the week. 
Wine is $4.50 per glass everyday. On 
Friday and Saturday the feature draft 
is $5.25. Specials include  long island ice 
teas for $4.25 on Fridays and ceasars 
for $5.25 on Sunday. 
Academia can be stressful, therefore 
insinuating the consumption of alco-
hol. Students can utilize these options, 
while also maintaining a realistic bud-
get. 
WHere to SHop
Value Village
1820 E Hastings St
(604) 254-4282
The  Salvation Army
2021 41st Ave W
(604) 261-0616
Budget 
finds
Students have lots of op-
tions to choose from when 
it comes to finding places 
to imbibe and unwind
JACQUELINE LANGEN photo
Langara students Demitri Harris (left) and Rafay 
Waqar (right) at Reno’s Diner.
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Correct me if I’m wrong, but isn’t the role of a student union is first and foremost, to provide 
services and assistance based upon 
the students’ needs?
That’s what many Langara 
students would expect to see after 
paying their mandatory LSU fees. 
Is the LSU doing its job? The expe-
riences of Danielle Moneer Mac-
donell would prove otherwise. 
According to this week’s story by 
Sera Akdogan, Macdonell was 
allegedly harassed by a male 
security officer in the student union 
building for not “look[ing] like a 
student.” The same officer then 
allegedly followed Macdonell into 
the washroom after she identified 
herself as transgender. 
She has not yet received an 
apology from the officer. 
What’s the point of a diversity 
policy and diversity and inclusion 
officer if it fails to do the least it 
could offer to our students — to help 
them feel safe and accepted at 
school? 
So if a student union isn’t doing 
its job, what’s there to keep them in 
check? Not much at this point. 
Students can’t protest by not paying 
the union fee, because that would 
amount to not paying one’s full 
tuition. And the consequence of 
withholding that fee from the school 
would be, in the worst case scenario, 
legal action. 
Perhaps we have to resort to the 
Australian model and give students 
the choice to opt out on student 
union fees. Maybe that way, the LSU 
will have to work 
and earn its 
money. 
Voluntary 
student unionism 
is a tricky 
proposal, because 
too many stu-
dents opting out 
would lead to a 
diminishing of 
services and 
upkeep of 
buildings supported by union funds. 
At the same time, it could also 
diminish voter apathy and let 
students decide what they really 
need or want; as well as let them 
decide their own level of contribu-
tion, if at all, to political lobbying — 
which the LSU is no stranger to. 
Instead of failing at diversity, and 
supporting socialist causes like 
freezing tuition rates, perhaps it’d 
be better for the LSU to focus on the 
real problems. 
OPINION
JuDy ChERN
A
ccording to Statistics Canada 
the average Canadian starts 
drinking at the age of 15.6. 
The legal age to purchase or 
consume alcohol in B.C. is 19, 
although you can drink at home 
with the consent of a parent or legal 
guardian at any age. The discrep-
ancy between the law and the reality 
suggests that, somehow, govern-
ment policy is not quite right.
 The majority of the planet sets its 
drinking age at 18. B.C., however, 
falls into the six per cent of counties 
with a higher age requirement. If 
the laws of countries and provinces 
are set in accordance to the param-
eters of what 
society considers 
right or wrong, 
why does alcohol 
create such 
intolerant 
attitudes? 
Five years ago, 
B.C. raised its age 
of consent from 
14 to the world-
wide average of 
16. The age of 
consent is, compared to the drinking 
age, relatively low. But surely the 
experience of having sex at 16 is far 
more emotionally complicated than 
drinking a beer at that age. 
Advocates of sexual health have 
succeeded against conservative 
minds by initiating programs and 
influencing laws that reflect the 
reality of the situation. The distribu-
tion of condoms is commonplace in 
schools even for those who are still 
under the age of consent. No one 
would want to ban a scheme that 
cuts down on teenage pregnancy.
Could we not use this rationale 
when it comes to alcohol? If teenag-
ers are drinking regularly at 16 why 
not reduce the drinking age to reflex 
this reality? Having teenagers 
drinking in bars is surely a safer 
environment than in the local park.
A 17 year-old told me that friends 
of hers would drive home drunk 
from parties simply because, if they 
didn’t drive, their parents would 
know they’d been drinking. 
If this is what prohibition has 
created surely something needs to 
change.  And while we’re at it, can 
we please allow alcohol in super-
markets and corner stores, and sell 
it past 11:00 p.m.? Some of us aren’t 
living in the 1950’s.
OPINION
BEN BuLmER
Every year I hear people grumble about how it’s not Turkey Day, it’s Thanksgiving. It’s not Happy 
Holidays, but Merry Christmas. I 
have no problem with these holiday 
die-hards sticking to their guns. For 
I too believe in a cultural Canada, 
where statutory holidays shouldn’t 
be turned into amorphous days 
devoid of culture and tradition.
But, I do believe in a multicultural 
Canada, and so I 
am a little 
perplexed at 
B.C.’s newest 
statutory holiday: 
the amorphous 
and culturally 
devoid Family 
Day.
B.C. has always 
been home to 
many Asian 
cultures. With 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Mongolian, 
Korean and Tibetan Canadians all 
celebrating Lunar New Year in early 
February, why not have Lunar New 
Year as a statutory holiday in B.C.?  
Why not allow all Canadians to 
learn and share in a holiday with a 
rich history and tradition?
Why not encourage Canadians to 
learn about their neighbours and 
fellow citizens?
Canada is the first country in the 
world to pass a multiculturalism 
law.  According to the Multicultural-
ism Act, the Government of Canada 
“acknowledges the freedom of all 
members of Canadian society to 
preserve, enhance and share their 
cultural heritage.”
Incorporating non-Christian 
cultures into our statutory holiday 
system would be a difficult under-
taking, but it would serve to help 
preserve, enhance, and share the 
cultural heritage that makes 
Canada such a rich and diverse 
place to live.
With so many cultures in the 
Canadian mosaic, a revamped 
statutory holiday system could help 
educate us on the diverse cultures 
found within this country.
For example, Sikhism is one of the 
most prevalent non-Christian 
religions in B.C. with over 130,000 
practitioners. June has no statutory 
holiday, why not have June 16 set 
aside for the Martyrdom Day of 
Guru Arjan?  I would certainly 
enjoy learning about my fellow Sikh 
Canadians.
By the way, this year Lunar New 
Year falls on Feb. 10, while Family 
day will take place on the 11th.
Make stat 
holidays cul-
turally rich 
Secretive LSU fails at diversity   
OPINION
PaTRICk COLVIN
Legal drinking age of 19 is archaic 
By PUNEET DHAMI
The Langara Students’ Union Asso-ciation is introducing a new set of rules in their bylaws to foster 
greater diversity on campus. 
The Diversity and Inclusion Policy 
will take effect March 1. While the poli-
cy is under construction the united 
people of colour committee will be 
hosting racism prevention workshops, 
and a self-defense workshop this se-
mester. 
Harm reduction initiatives such as 
providing safe spaces for students who 
feel marginalized may reduce bullying 
more effectively than self-defense 
workshops, some students said. 
Former LSU queer collective mem-
ber Czarinna Tabobo feels that having 
a gender neutral washroom would be 
an effective way to make students feel 
safer, yet that initiative was slammed.
“The LSU pick and choose what they 
want to consider to be a valuable initia-
tive,” said Tabobo. 
After working for over a year on a 
gender neutral washroom initiative, 
the queer collective’s progress was sty-
mied, said Tabobo. 
Furthermore, queer students are 
currently unrepresented by the LSU 
since the resignation of queer liaison 
Adam Giesbrecht, she said. 
LSU media liaison Gurbax Leelh 
says that to date, the racism and self-
defense workshops have been success-
ful. 
“Racism workshops have taught stu-
dents how to defend themselves and 
can have long lasting effects on their 
emotional and physical being,” she 
said. 
“We are glad that students partici-
pated and learned the impact they can 
have on someone going through a 
rough time in life.”
The LSU will host an anti-bullying 
event on Feb. 28. 
Over 9,500 people from a wide array 
of backgrounds study at Langara in-
cluding hundreds of foreign-exchange 
students. 
The diversity and inclusion officer — 
whose name and job description will 
not be confirmed by the LSU — will al-
legedly oversee union advisors who 
will act as resources on issues arising 
between students, according to Leelh. 
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Diversity and inclusion extend beyond multiculturalism and blanket policies 
By SErA AkDogAN
S
ecurity guards patrol Langara 
to make students feel safe at 
school, but for transgender stu-
dent Danielle Macdonell, they 
have the opposite effect. 
“I feel like I have to look after my 
own safety a little bit more than I had 
hoped,” she said.
Last September, a Langara security 
officer singled her out in the Students’ 
Union Building (SUB) because she 
didn’t look like a student. No adminis-
trative action has been taken and since 
then she is constantly on guard.
“I didn’t have my notebooks, I didn’t 
have anything official. And one of the 
problems with being in transition is 
having identification,” she said. “Con-
gruent identification is a problem, so I 
don’t carry a whole lot.”
Macdonell was at school to receive 
hormone therapy at Health Services 
three hours before her evening class, 
she said. A security officer approached 
her, asked for identification and alleg-
edly hassled her even though she ex-
plained she was a student at Langara.
Macdonell walked into the empty 
washroom in the SUB to diffuse the 
hostile encounter.
 “I identified myself as transgender 
and then he followed me into the wash-
room,” she said.
Macdonell feels if she was not a 
transgendered woman it would instant-
ly become a harassment case. 
Macdonell reported the incident to 
Langara security, the chancellors’ of-
fice, and Langara Students’ Union, yet 
nothing was done. After dozens of 
emails sent back and forth, Macdonell 
gave up because she “didn’t want to 
deal with it anymore.” 
The security guard still works at 
Langara today, which makes life at 
school uncomfortable, she said. 
“After I made my complaint they 
didn’t even change his shift for three 
weeks. So every time I came to class I 
had to walk around him,” she said.
Langara security refused to com-
ment on the event.
To this day, the only bathroom Mac-
donell feels safe using at school is in 
the gender neutral SUB although she 
wishes it marked better. She also wants 
more transgender awareness so she 
doesn’t get ‘the looks.’ 
Macdonell has battled discrimina-
tion for being different for over four 
years since she made her transition.  
“‘What are you doing in here?’ ‘The 
same thing you’re doing in here,’” she 
said.  “I’m not going in a women’s wash-
room to upset women, but I just want to 
feel comfortable.”
Incident ignored by chancellor, LSU 
SERA AKDOGAN photo
Women’s studies student Danielle MacDonell has been watching her back since September. 
Is Langara really a tolerant place?
Transgendered 
student targeted 
by campus security
Autism is no handicap  
“The LSU 
pick and 
choose 
what they 
want to  
consider to 
be a 
valuable 
initiative” 
CZArINNA 
TABoBo
PuNEEt DhAmi photo
LSU introduces new bylaws to foster campus diversity. 
  
Writing student Erin Boe finds people are often shocked to learn she is disabled.
The college offers extensive academ-
ic support to students with disabilities, 
but Boe admits she struggles socially.
“Kids have these weird senses that 
tell them ‘this person is different, don’t 
associate with that person so much,’” 
said Boe.
Boe was diagnosed at age three with 
a case of high-functioning autism, a 
neural developmental disorder that is 
characterized by impaired social inter-
action and communication and varies 
greatly on a case-by-case basis.
“My disability is so mild, unless 
you’ve known me for a long period of 
time, you wouldn’t notice it a lot,” she 
said.
However, when she enrolled at the 
college, she was still expected to regis-
ter with Langara Disability Services in 
order to determine what accommoda-
tions the college would need to provide.
Langara has extensive programs, 
clubs and initiatives in place to im-
merse students from diverse cultural 
backgrounds, but inclusion and diver-
sity on campus do not stop at multicul-
tural integration. 
“Diversity is to be in an environment 
where you’re not afraid to be who you 
are and still fit in with the other stu-
dents,” Boe said. 
Boe has never felt that her disability 
holds her back from achievements in or 
outside of school. 
She is a youth 
journalist for The 
Richmond Review 
and once rappelled 
down a 20-story 
building in order to 
raise money for 
Easter Seals, an or-
ganization dedicat-
ed to improving 
quality of life for 
the disabled.
“With autism, 
there is no case the same as another, 
there may be similarities that overlap 
but everyone is unique… there’s a huge 
spectrum,” said Boe. 
Not every student with autism is as 
high functioning as Boe.
 She has never felt the need to utilize 
any of the resources offered to disabled 
students. 
These include additional help and 
extra time during exams, referrals to 
community resources and access to 
Langara’s adaptive technology lab, 
which houses five computers with spe-
cialized voice interfacing software. 
Boe is currently working through 
the academic courses that supplement 
Langara’s journalism program and 
plans to apply to the program this fall.
Student excels in & out of 
class despite “disability” 
LSU diversity policy still a work in progress
Erin boE 
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Falcons defend 1st position
Men’s team has four more games to go until playoffs begin
Falcon 
women 
keep on 
fighting
Women’s basketball team 
still in the run up for 
playoffs despite 12 losses 
By KAYLA ISOMURA
The Langara women’s basketball team faced a tough loss Saturday against Vancouver Island Univer-
sity after winning big Friday night 
against Camosun College.
The VIU Mariners dominated the 
game despite the Falcons’ hard work.
 “We kept in the game,” said forward 
player Charlotte Lau, who scored 10 
points and made four assists. 
“We had a good 40 minutes of de-
fence and everyone was working to-
gether, which is great.” 
Falcons head coach Mike Evans said 
the team lacked defence earlier in 
practice and was glad they were able to 
make up for that in Saturday’s game.
Evans said the school didn’t recruit 
enough tall players this year, causing a 
disadvantage to the team. 
Lau, at five-foot-eight, is one of their 
taller and more experienced players. 
Lau played on the basketball team 
for Quest University for three years be-
fore coming to Langara.
Evans said Lau remains consistent 
and said she played well against the 
Mariners, who he calls one of the big-
gest teams this year.
“It was tough to lose that one,” said 
Lau, disappointed after her team beat 
the Camosun Chargers the night be-
fore.
The result of Friday night’s game 
made it the team’s “biggest win of the 
year,” according to Evans.
Despite their nine-point loss against 
the Mariners, Evans said the team still 
has a chance to make the playoffs this 
year because of the 57-43 win against 
the Chargers.
Camosun and Langara are close in 
this year’s rankings, according to PAC-
WEST, B.C.’s athletic association. 
Camosun ranks sixth, while Langara 
ranks seventh. VIU is currently placed 
in third.
This weekend’s games give the Fal-
cons a total of five wins and 12 losses in 
17 games so far this season. 
By JAMES McLAUGHLIN
T
he Falcons men’s basketball 
team defended their first-place 
ranking with an 83-76 win against 
the University of Vancouver Is-
land Mariners last Saturday.
For the Falcons, the game was a hard 
fought battle from the start with the 
Mariners taking an 11-point lead in the 
first quarter. By halftime, the Falcons 
were down 38-42.
Midway through the second quarter 
guard Elliot Mason made a cross-court 
alley-hoop pass to forward Jesse Jef-
fers to cheers from the crowd in the 
bleachers.
Coach Paul Eberhardt made his dis-
agreement with some of the referees’ 
calls apparent throughout the game.
“We got pushed around a lot in the 
first half,” he said. 
The Falcons were only up by five 
points with two minutes until the final 
buzzer, but after Jeff Chu made a steal 
on the Mariner’s side of the court, fol-
lowed up by a two-point free throw, 
their momentum appeared to be un-
stoppable.
With less than two minutes left, the 
Mariners called a time-out.
 “1-2-3 Defense,” shouted the Falcons 
from their huddle and they were back 
on the court.
The Falcons have a reputation of be-
ing an offensive team, but ultimately it 
was their defense that scored them the 
win.
“In that fourth quarter it was some 
of the best defense we have played all 
year,” Eberhardt said.
“I think that was the difference in 
the end.”
The Falcons have four league games 
left until playoffs start.
The PACWEST provincial playoffs 
begin February 28 at Camosun College 
and continue through to March 2nd.
MEN’S BASKEtBALL
Friday Feb. 8, 8 p.m.
at Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University
Saturday Feb. 9, 8 p.m.
at Columbia Bible 
College
WOMEN’S 
BASKEtBALL
Friday Feb. 8, 6 p.m.
at Kwantlen University
Saturday Feb. 9, 6 p.m.
at Columbia Bible 
College
FALCONS
next games 
By BRIAN HORStEAD
W
ithout hockey, Vancouver 
doesn’t feel the same.
That’s the message that stu-
dents attending hockey night at Mr. 
Brownstone Bar & Grill on Jan. 30 
shared as they clinked glasses and set-
tled in to watch the game.
The Langara Social Club hosted the 
event, allowing students a chance to 
get together and support their team.
Canucks fan and marketing student 
Cameron Winter is happy the lockout 
is over.
 “I’m pretty thrilled because it brings 
your friends together and you have 
something to do on the weekends,” 
Winter said. “It’s something to look for-
ward to.
“Vancouver is Vancouver because of 
the Canucks. When the Canucks are 
gone, I feel like it’s just a normal city.”
Winter has no hard feelings over the 
delay and never considered boycotting 
games.
“Obviously it was going to come 
back and it is a business, so as much as 
you love the game, people are trying to 
make money.” 
Sony Fu, a Langara student, is new 
to the country and was eager to soak 
up some Canadian culture.
“You still need to pick up culture so 
you can be more like them [Canadians] 
and make more friends,” said Fu.
“I’m already in love with hockey, I’m 
even training to be a skater. I hope to be 
a hockey player soon,” she said.
The Langara Social Club was found-
ed last semester by marketing students 
Jade Solacito and Nico Sto Tomas, and 
aims to build a strong community and 
culture by hosting events for the Lang-
ara student body.
“There’s a lack of community at Lan-
gara. When you compare the campus 
to a campus like UBC, there’s more of a 
unified culture,” said Solacito.
The problem is that too many see 
Langara only as a stepping-stone to 
university, she said.
“I feel a lot of people view Langara 
as a transitional school and don’t spend 
all their time here . . . it’s their first 
step, not a place to stay and settle in.”
The Langara Social Club is already 
planning its next event, Easy A’s, to cel-
ebrate the start of spring break.
The return of the Canucks 
has prompted a new round 
of booze-filled fun at the 
Langara Social Club
BRIAN HORSTEAD photo
Langara students at Mr. Brownstone Bar and Grill for 
Hockey Night on Main 
KAYLA ISOMURA photo
Charlotte Lau is one of the Falcons’ top scorers.
THORSTEN GOHL photo
Glen Ruby is a brilliant defence player, coach Ebe said at Saturday’s game.
Hockey-loving loners toast their team 
